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In this issue, Ripley, A. (2013), Ripley has argued that sports activities sponsored by schools should be severely reduced. Different from other countries, that performs much better than the United States in international evaluations. Schools in America are found to have put a lot of prominence in athletics. Sporting activities are deeply rooted in American schools in a manner that they are not anywhere else. She argues that this obsession in sports has led to America's mediocrity in education. Despite the benefits that come with the sporting activities for the American athlete students, the costs to the schools could be higher than these benefits. 
Ripley asserts that sports displace the academic mission of schools and goes ahead to compare America and South Korea and every other best-performing country in the international assessments. According to Won, S. J., & Han, S. (2010).  States that American kid even in the higher grades spends a lot of time playing sports. Ripley says they play twice more than the Korean kids. Ripley’s argument can be considered insignificant because sports sponsored by schools seem to provide more benefits than detracting students from academic success. Ripley has however ignored the fact that schools in the United States provide sports program while those in Finland do not.
However, a reserch conducted by the University of Arkansas’s Daniel H. Bowen and Jay P. Greene (2014), they found out the opposite. They examined the relationship between sports and performance by analyzing schools’ sports winning percentages as well as student-athletic participation rates compared to graduation rates and standardized test score achievement within five years for all public high schools in Ohio; they found this to be untrue. Ripley, however, uses the Premont district school where a football player costs about $682 more than a math student in a year. Schools in countries that don’t spend so much on sports are having much higher academic scores than ever before. If America was to does the same thing, it could have a much more top ranking than it does now.
I, however, disagree with Ripley's arguments in that she seems to be biased in her choice of words, she has indirectly described the footballing activity as a haphazard way of boys and playing sports as madness. She believes that the high recognition placed on sports is madness. Ripley in her understanding has branded sporting activities as dangerous by using words such as sports damages the brain and leaves one dead in the field.  Amanda Ripley shows how minor engagement in sports activities makes a conducive environment for learning and performance. She gives an example of a school in Texas which was gradually coming down in terms of academics, and since abolishing sports, it has subsequently improved.
Amanda Ripley states that there has been continued slash in education budgets by schools to cater to kids playing away from school, this leads to the spending of too much money meant on education. Teachers who double up as coaches also need to be replaced in the event they have travelled away from school for sports activities. This not only degrades the quality of teaching in schools but also calls for more spending for the replaced teachers. She brings to light how students might be forced to spend less time studying and more time playing or watching sports.
Schools spend a lot of money building new stadiums or renovating the already existing equipment giving an example of the Allen stadium which was made at 60 million dollars!
 Beyond the financial challenges of fielding school sports, Ripley tackles the intangible constant, low-level distraction caused by athletics. She writes that, during football season, in particular, the focus of American principals, teachers, and students shifts wholly away from academics.
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